
It appears according to the OLG documents that the process is still shrouded in secrecy and we 
will not know the outcome for some time.   
 
I guess the question is once a "provider" has been chosen will council endorse a full fledged 
casino operation whether at Sudbury Downs or elsewhere in the city?   
 
The whole exercise to date has been not good for Sudbury with the horse racing "industry" and 
related agricultural sector being decimated.   
 
In talking with lower level OLG staff it was apparent that the previous arrangement was 
"working" at Sudbury Downs, but the provincial govt wanting more revenue was really to 
blame for dismantling what was a successful venture for both the horse racing factor and the 
slots (not to mention the spin off restaurant operation with staff etc).  
 
I visited my former home town in Batavia New York (between Rochester and Buffalo) this 
summer where some relatives still live and where Batavia Downs has been in existence since 
the 1940's.  Horse racing still takes place along with a 600 slot facility.   Batavia is in position 
unlike Sudbury in that this facility can "draw" from a large population base in Buffalo and 
Rochester, both just not much more than a half hour drive away (Batavia has a population of 
only around 15,000).  Most of our "customers" for local gaming come from a much more 
limited base and area, being primarily locals.  
 
In my opinion council is in the "drivers seat" with respect to what type of gaming operation is 
"allowed" in the city.  Will council "insist" on restoring the previous "arrangement" with the 
horse racing fraternity?    
 
Our organization (No Casino - Sudbury) is adamantly opposed to a full fledged casino with 
gaming tables, especially if located in a downtown area.  We realize that many individuals want 
the opportunity to gamble.  Council has the responsibility to determine what is of greatest 
benefit to the city (in reality there is no net benefit economically but the goal should be to 
mitigate losses to the greatest extent possible).  
 
With the gaming industry in decline in North America anything the "provider" may offer the 
city as an incentive may not be that attractive and may come with "strings attached".   The city 
has the responsibility to be fiscally responsible and conduct a realistic cost/benefit analysis of 
an expanded gaming facility for Sudbury, especially if it does not include restoration of the 
horse racing operation with the economic benefits including employment that previously 
existed.  
 
John Lindsay 
Member – No Casino Sudbury 
 


